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Luke 1:1 Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things accomplished among us, 2just as they were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus; 4so that you may know the exact truth about the things you have been taught. 
Crossroads in time brings us to the canon.


-Canon- when applied to scripture means an officially accepted list of books.

Special revelation.

-The Bible is a collection of historical events and divine speech. 
Historical evidence
-Luke 2:1 Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of all the inhabited earth. 2This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  3And everyone was on his way to register for the census, each to his own city. 

Divine speech 
-examples, Jer. 18:1, Ezek. 12:1, 8, 17,  21, 26, Hos. 1:1, Joel 1:1, Amos 3:1 

Jeremiah 18:1 The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD saying ,2"Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I will announce My words to you."  3Then I went down to the potter's house, and there he was, making something on the wheel.  4But the vessel that he was making of clay was spoiled in the hand of the potter; so he remade it into another vessel, as it pleased the potter to make.  5Then the word of the LORD came to me saying, 

Valid books for inclusion in the canon/Bible,


-Is it authoritative- Did it come from the hand of God?


-Is it prophetic- was it written by a man of God?


-Is it authentic? The early church fathers had the policy of “if in doubt, throw it out.”


-Is it dynamic- did it come with the life-transforming power of God?


-Was it received, collected, read and used – was it accepted by the people of God?

Revelation 22:18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 
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