Grasping Christ Through Prayer
Colossians, part 5
July 25, 2010
Colossians 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; 3praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; 4that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak. 

1. Persistence in prayer
“Devote yourselves to prayer”
“Men and women of persistent prayer are those who are constantly on the alert, alive to the will of God and the need of the world, and ready to give an account of themselves and their stewardship.”
James P. Sweeney

2. Vigilance in prayer 

“keeping alert in it”

Scripture has reminded every follower of Jesus Christ to be _____________, _____________, and ___________________. 

3. Thankfulness in Prayer

“with an attitude of thanksgiving”

_______________  played a central role in Paul’s view of the nature of the Christian life. Eph, 5:15-20, Col. 3:15-17, 1 Thess. 5:16-18

This “mystery” has two dimensions:

The term used for “mystery” is something that can be known only by _______________. This “mystery” is something that is concealed and requires a divine explanation of its meaning.

1. There is now an objective disclosure of the mystery.  Col. 1:26-27, Eph 3:1-7 
2. Christ is the source of _____________ and ___________.
4. Prayer and mission-mindedness
“that God will open up to us a door for the word”

Paul asks for prayer for two reasons:

1. “the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ”
2. “that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.”
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