Unity through True Fellowship

Traits that mark a church

Acts 2:42 - 47 (NKJV)

42And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.  43Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.  44Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

The Church is defined as a ‘body of believers professing Christ’. As such… 
I. The Church has Responsibilities to practice being…



a. A body of Believers
“Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?” 

2 Corinthians 6:14 - 15 (NKJV)

John 8:31 (NKJV)
a A body that is Bible Leaning & Teaching
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”    Romans 12:2 (NKJV)
1 Timothy 4:16 (NKJV)

c A body of Fellowship
“that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.”        1 John 1:3 (NKJV)
Hebrews 10:24 - 25 (NKJV)

1. A body of Prayer Warriors

“And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”     

John 14:13 - 14 (NKJV)
I) Church Disciplines will develop a Character of being…

a) A body that Exhibits the Awe of God
“But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you.” 

1 Corinthians 14:24 - 25 (NKJV)

b) A body that Witnesses Miracles
c) A body that Meets the Needs of Others
“By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?
My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.”            1 John 3:16 - 19 (NKJV)

d) A body that Overflows with Selfless Joy
“Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”      
 Philippians 2:1 - 4 (NKJV)
I) Biblical Character Impacts Others by being…

A body that Appeals to Others
